FAMILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE

This devotional guide has been prepared for you as a gift from
the staff. Our desire is that we all keep Christ at the center of our lives
as we celebrate Christmas. Read

plan for you each day during the month of December.

A diorama activity is available for children in their Sunday
School/AWANA club rooms to use with their family along with this
guide. Children will place the sticker on the manger scene that is
pictured on each dayso6é | esson.
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December 1

God Created and It Was Good
Genesis 1:1, 27, 31

God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good.
0 Genesis 1:31

The Lord went to a lot of trouble when He created the world.
Starting with light itself, He created everything we see around us.
He made land and water, the sun and the moon, the fish and the
birds, as well as the big creatures and the little animals. He went to
all the trouble because He wanted to create a fitting place for us to
live. He loves us most of all, and His creation shows that He cares
about us enough to provide a planet in which we could enjoy the
life He gives us. When we take the time to notice His creation, we
find ourselves very pleased with what He has done for us. In those
moments when we allow ourselves to soak in a small portion of His
creation, we wusually whisper, nGc

Action

Take a walk together with someone you love and notice what God

has created. Notice colors, and sounds you hear, and give a hug to
the person whods wal king with you

Prayer

Thank the Lord for His creation. Express your gratitude to Him for

going to the trouble to create such a wonderful place so you can
enjoy the life he has given you. Then ask Him to show you how
you can please Him with your life today.



December 2

Blessing and Freedom Are Lost
Genesis 2:1516, 3:16, 23

...S0 she took some of its fruit and ate (it), she also gave (some) to
her husbandé, and he ate (it).
0 Genesis 2:6b

God blessed Adam and Eve. He placed them in the Garden of Eden.
Adam and Eve were in the center of a relationship with the God
that created them. They had so much freedom. The only thing that
God told them not to do was to eat from the Tree of Knowledge of
Good and Evil.

Then one day Adam and Eve fell into the trap of the devil. The
devi | convinced Adam and Eve to
Godods best for them. I n the matt e
all the blessings they enjoyed from when they were being obedient

to God.

We experience great blessing and freedom when we trust God to be
who He says He is and when we follow His plan. We know that His
plan for us is given to us through His Word.

Action

Share one blessing with your family that you experience as a result
of following Godds ways.

Pray

Thank God for loving you! Thank God for the freedom that you
have in following His ways. Ask God to help you to continue to
learn and follow His ways.



December 3

A Voice Calling
Isaiah 40:3, Micah 5:2, Isaiah 7:14

...Bethlehem...out of you will come for me one who will be ruler
over I sraelé
0 Micah 5:2

Sometimes in our lives we know something is right for us and we
need to pay attention. This scripture verse tells us about a person
who will come and tell us about a good and great thing. This was a
prophesy (something we are told about before it happens) and it
was about John the Baptist. John was the cousin of Jesus Christ and
it was his job to get everyone ready for Jesus. Jesus was called the
Messiah (one who is deliverer) because He was born to help us with
life and deliver us from our sins.

The Bible tells us that Jesus would be born in Bethlehem, a small
town in Judea. Though Jesus was the Son of God, His birth was in a
small town without fancy things or a big house. God loves us so

much that He sent His Son to be born in Bethlehem so that we
could be forgiven of sin and be safe with God.

People should be thankful that God loved us so much that He sent
Hi s own Son for wus. I f we believe
forgiven of sin and safe in Godoéds
Christmas is God sending His Son to love us and bring us to Him.

Action

Make a commitment as a family to spend some time each day this
month focusing on what this season is all about, and on the miracle
of Goddbs plan to send His Son to

Prayer

Pray today a thank you for God sending His Son and pray that
everyone in your family will know that God loves them.



December 4

John Is Going to Be Born
Luke 1:524

He (John) will make ready for the Lord (Jesus) a prepared people.
0 Luke 1:17

Zechariah and Elizabeth were very
commandments, they were very old and did not have any children

It was a very special day for Zechariah, the priest. He was in a
special part of the temple, praying and burning incense. An angel
stood before him. Zechariah was
not be afraid. God is going to answer your prayer. You and your

wife are going to have a baby boy. Your baby will bring people

back to following God. He will tell them about Jesus the Savior

who is coming to save them from their sins. You are to name him
John. o

Zechariah could not believe what the angel was telling him because

he and Elizabeth were so ol d. Th
believe the words God has told me to tell you, you will not be able
to speak wuntil John is born. o

When Zechariah came out of the special part of the temple to the
area where the people were waiting, they knew Zechariah had seen
something special from God.

Zechariah went home. Even though Zechariah could not speak,
He and Elizabeth were so happy as they waited for this special
child that would tell others about the coming of Jesus.

Action

Talk with your family about ways you can be like John and help
people to celebrate the reason Jesus came. Maybe you can invite
someone to church, Sunday School or the Singing Christmas Tree.

Pray

Pray for boys and girls to remember to bring their special gift to
Jesus at the AWANA Happy Birthday Jesus Party on Sunday. That

gift will be an offering to give to the Lottie Moon International

Mi ssion Offering. Give thanks fo
teachers.



December 5

Mary Receives Good News
Luke 1:26- 38

- The angel said to her, i Do
have found favor with God. 0
S 0 Luke 1:30

Mary must have been frightened when she saw Gabriel, at least at
first. An angel sent from God, Gabriel had good news for Mary
about Godds plan for her 1ife.
her definitely caused fear in her heart. After all, nobody would ever
mistake her for an angel. She was a mere mortal, a young person
who didnét possess any particul
ordinary, her life was ordinary, and she thought that her future
would be ordinary. But God smiled on her and did something ex-
traordinary with her 1ife. That
He smiles on us even though we are ordinary and uses us in ex-
traordinary ways.

Action
Think of at least two Christians who have convinced themselves

t hat they donot matter very mu
Gabriel to each of them by writing a note or making a call. Let
them know that God has a plan for them that will enable them to
make an extraordinary difference in Kingdom service.

Pray
Ask the Lord to use you and your family to serve Him today. Also,

pray for the Lord to send believers to serve in the mission field.
Then pray for missionaries who are already serving Him around the
world.
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December 6

Mary Visits Elizabeth
Luke 1:39- 45, 56

And Mary stayed with her about three months, anc
then returned to her home.
0 Luke 1:56

Three months with Elizabeth probably ended with Mary wishing
that she could have stayed |l onger
had given them with much in common. Soon Elizabeth would give

birth to John the Baptist, and in time Mary would be the mother of
Jesus. Being together now would help each of them in the days
ahead when they would go in different directions. Being together
draws us close.

For most of us, visiting family members at Christmas gives us loads
of fun. Getting to be with grandparents and parents, children and
grandchildren, brothers and sisters, nieces and nephews and cousins
makes the holiday that much more special. Spending the time
together to catch up, laugh, cry, and everything in between enriches
everyone in the family. The time we spend with family at Christmas
never seems to be sufficient. We always wish we could have been
together just a little longer. Being together makes us closer.

Action
Take the time today to think about at least one person in your circle

of friendships who wonot be with
Then invite him or her to join you for a meal during the Christmas
holiday.

Pray
Thank the Lord for the way He binds our hearts together in family

life. Then ask Him to guide you so you can strengthen your
relationships in your family.



December 7 P

John the Baptist is Born- God Keeps His Promises
Luke 1:57- 80

Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel because He has come and
redeemed His people...as He said through His Holy prophets of
long ago.

0 Luke 1:68,70

God loves us and wants us to know that He will save us from sin.
Sin is when we do things that are not pleasing to God. When we do
things not pleasing to God we find ourselves not feeling like God is

close to us. We feel guilty when we do things that hurt others and
disappoint God.

This is not a good feeling and is telling us that we need to find a
way to be closer to God. The Lor
to make things better with Him. The Lord God decided a long time

ago to help us. He promised to send His Son, Jesus, to bring us
back to God. Jesus would do this by living on earth and teaching us

how to do the right things. He (Jesus) taught us how to love God

and how to talk to God.

This is God keeping His promise to mankind to come and redeem

them for His joy and worship. John was born to be a prophet
(someone who tells people about something that God is going to
do) and introduce Jesus to the w
and he spoke of the things that John would do and was happy. He
knew that God had kept His promise to send Jesus for us.

Action

With your family, read a Christmas song about how Jesus was born
for us. Each one share how you are glad that John was sent to
introduce Jesus to the world.

Pray
Pray for people in the Singing Christmas Tree as they prepare to
sing about the one God promised to send.



December 8

What Did Joseph Do To Get Ready For Jesus”
Matthew 1:18 25 y

Joseph did as the angel of the Lord commanded hin
0 Matthew 1:24

Joseph was a good man who loved and obeyed God. Joseph was
engaged to be married to Mary. Mary was chosen by God to be
Jesus6 mot her. She would have G¢c
God to be Jesusd earthly dad.

first, then he was pleased that God would trust him with the big job

of being Jesusd earthly father.

and took good care of Mary and Jesus.

God asks all of us to do things for Him. We may be asked to sing
at church, to help with other jobs at church or home, or to give to
others. God says in the Bible that when we help others, we are
loving Jesus just like Joseph loved Jesus and took care of Him.
(Matthew 25:3740)

Action

Have you ever been frightened to tell someone about the real

meaning of Christmas? Today ask God to help you go to someone
and tell them that Jesus came to help people know God. Or send a
Christmas card that shares the real meaning of Christmas.

Pray
Ask God to help you be obedient to Him by obeying your parents

and by sharing the good news of Jesus with a friend.



December 9

Caesar Calls for A Census
Luke 2; £3, Micah 5:2

But as for you, Bet hl eheméone
over Israel for me.
d Micah 5:2

Through this passage from the Old Testament, we can see that
God began to prepare for Jesusbod
many years before He came. This teaches us God comes through
unexpected ways and in unexpected places and by unexpected
events. In Luke 2:1 we see that God keeps his promises. God
worked through unbelieving rulers to provide for us the gift of
salvation in Christ Jesus and Go
would be born in Bethlehem just as God said He would be.

Action
Talk with your family about the ways you can tell others about
Jesus.

Pray
Be thankful for God saving people from their sins and that God
keeps His promises.



December 10

Mary and Joseph Travel to Bethlehem
Luke 2:45

Joseph also went up from Galilee from the city
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which Q
called Bethlehem. @
0 Luke 2:4

Joseph and Mary had to travel because the Roman
government told them to go to J
Travel was by pack animal and on foot, which was very hard.

To make it harder, Mary was expecting a child. It took great
courage for Mary to travel, yet she had faith in God to protect

them in this journey.

Action

Often we are separated by great distances from family
members we care for and love. Phone someone whom you
know will be traveling to let them know you are praying for
them on this journey.

Pray

Pray for God to watch over your family throughout this
season. Pray that you will have the faith of Mary and Joseph
and be willing to do what God asks you to do. Pray for all
the people who will come to the Singing Christmas Tree this
weekend. Invite a friend to come with you.
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December 11

No Room in the Inn
Luke 2:7c

ébecause there was no room for
0 Luke 2:7c

Think of how difficult it was for Mary and Joseph to travel so far.

The journey was tiring and when they arrived there was no place

for them to stay. They had to sleep in a dirty stable with animals.

Have you ever thought of our pioneer forefathers who set out in
covered wagons across this vast continent? There were no inns or
even stables. Yet they set out with a dream for a better life. Their
only hope was in Godés provisior
Joseph. In our own journey through life, we must trust God to
provide a safe place for us.

Action

Find someone who is having difficulty in their life journey, and
provide for a need that they are experiencing. Give your support to
the Second Mile Benevolence Ministry program.

Pray

Pray that you will be alert to people in need so we as a church
family may minister to them. Pray for the Second Mile
Benevolence Ministry and its volunteers.



December 12

The Stablei The Pl ace of Jesusbd

Luke 2:7b
éand she wrapped Hi s a
in a manger.
0 Luke 2:7b

The arrival of a king is a very special time
The very finest of furnishings in the palac
would be used for the welcoming of a ne.,
royal baby. But, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords arrived
in the most simple and humble way. There was not even a crib
for Him to lie in. Mary and Joseph used what God provided, a
simple animal feeding trough lined with hay. Mary took Jesus
very gently and wrapped Him in cloth strips. Through his
simple birth, we see Jesus came for all people.

Action

Life is very precious. Babies are a special gift from God.
Consider giving your time, money or baby items to an
organization such as the Womeno
encourages mothers to save a life.

Pray
Thank God for allowing His only Son to be born in such a
humble way, that all may have eternal life through Him.
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DECEMBER 13

Birth of Jesus
Luke 2:7a, Matthew 1:25

and she gave birth to her first born son.
0 Luke 2:7a

Mary gave birth to Jesus. The Son of God came into this
world just as millions of babies before Him and just as
millions after Him. Jesus was like no other baby ever born.
He is the Son of God and He became the Savior of the world.
As John 3:16 reminds uBpr God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have eternal life.

Action
Celebrate the perfect gift of Jesus by reminding others of the
true meaning of the Christmas season. Share the good news!

Pray
Pray that people who do not know Jesus as Lord will have
their hearts changed this Christmas and accept Him as Savior.




December 14

Angels Appear to the Shepherds -
with AWESOME news ‘ -
Luke 2:812
& \
Angels of the Lord stood before them.
0 Luke 2:9 o ®

Could you imagine being one of those

shepherds? Doing your daily job of hanging out in the fields watch-

ing over your sheep and al l of ¢
appears and the Glory of the Lord shines around you. And the Bible

says, they were terrified. That had to be an AWESOME moment.

The AWESOME moment was not the angel but the message the
angel had for them. The angel s he
town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is Christ the
Lord. o

It is amazing to think that some of the first people God shared this
AWESOME news with were ordinary people. It reminds us that
God loves and cares about the ordinary people we see every day.

Action

Join others from FBC Biloxi on Sunday afternoon Decembér 20
as we share the Christmas story with our community through
AShout f or Ghidgen andfaniiliesxcandalso sing to the
Homebound on Sunday, December 20 @ 3 pm.

Pray

Thank God for the AWESOME news that Jesus Christ is the One
that came to save us from our sin! Ask God to help us share that
AWESOME news with others.



December 15

Angelic Chorus
Luke 2:1314

ARGl ory to Godé and peace on earth
0 Luke 2:14

The angels celebrated the long awaited arrival of the Christ! They
praised God for the arrival of Jesus. The angels knew that it was
through Jesus that men, women, boys and girls would be able to
experience peace. They knew that Jesus had come to save people
from their sins!

Action
Share with your family some ways that you can praise God during
this Christmas season.

Pray
Thank God for sending Jesus to be the Savior of the World. Ask
God to help you focus on Jesus this Christmas.



